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Purpose: This program was designed to encourage graduating college students to remain active in SWE by easing their transition into professional membership. SWE-WI Section offers to pay all or part of the program applicant’s Society membership for their first year out of college. (
	A.  Eligibility


1. Only graduating students from these schools are eligible for this collegiate( upgrade program:

· Marquette University

· Michigan Technology University

· Milwaukee School of Engineering

· University of Wisconsin - Madison

· University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee

· University of Wisconsin – Platteville

2.  Specific Qualifications: 

Applicants must be one of the following:
· SWE collegiate members.

· If selected, SWE-WI will pay the entire upgrade fee
· Former SWE collegiate members who are now upgrading to professional membership for the first time

· If selected, SWE-WI will contribute $25 towards the upgrade fee
· Applicants who never were SWE collegiate members but who now want to be upgraded to professional membership

· If selected, SWE-WI will contribute $25 towards their fees for an upgrade.

3.  Selection Criteria:

The SWE-WI Section Upgrade Program Chair, will determine the recipients of the collegiate upgrade program awards based on: 

· Eligibility

· Correctly completed upgrade form and check received

· First-Come/ First-Serve consideration per postmark date
· SWE-WI Section budget allocation specifically designated for this program as approved by the SWE-WI EC at the beginning of each SWE fiscal year.

	B.  Timeline and Application Process


1. Program Initiation:

A special event may be held to promote the program. Application forms are available on the SWE website at: www.swe.org/join, or can be obtained by emailing swe-wi@swe.org. 
· The SWE-WI Section Upgrade Program Chair will contact the Collegiate Section Presidents twice a year:

· In the first week of October for fall semester graduates.

· In the first week of March for spring semester graduates.

· The SWE-WI Section Upgrade Program Chair will e-mail a collegiate upgrade application form to each of the Collegiate Section Presidents along with a copy of this program write-up. (
2.  Application:

· Eligible collegiate members interested in having their SWE Membership Upgrade paid for, as described in Section A.2, must:

· Complete an upgrade form, correctly and in its entirety
· Include a self addressed envelope. (
· Include a check for the applicable full dues amount made payable to SWE-WI
· All of the above items must be sent to(:

SWE WI Section Upgrade Program

c/o Betty Leonhard
410 Linden Dr. #5

Lomira, WI 53048
· Applications must be postmarked( no later than:

· The last day of October for fall semester graduates.

· The last day of March for spring semester graduates.

3.  Post Selection Follow-up:
· All application forms will be sent on to SWE Headquarters for processing. All collegiate members applying to this program will also receive a letter from SWE-WI Section Upgrade Program Chair notifying them of the status of their application for the time period they are applying.  
· If a collegiate member is selected for an Upgrade Award, she or he will receive an Award Certificate sent by the SWE-WI Section Upgrade Program Chair and their check will be returned to them (as SWE-WI has paid the applicable amount to Society HQ (). 

· Any collegiate members not selected to have their upgrades paid for by this program will not have their checks returned; those funds will be sent in by the SWE-WI Section Upgrade Program Chair to pay their membership dues. (
	Notes:

( Any questions should be sent to the SWE Wisconsin Section at swe-wi@swe.org

( Collegiate Members were formerly known as Student Members

( It is the responsibility of the Collegiate Section Presidents to relay the information included herein to their entire SWE collegiate membership in a timely manner.  

( Make sure the return address on envelope for the check is valid up to 2 months after the award date.
( Chair person to be determined by SWE-WI EC annually, whose name/address will appear on this policy.

( Applications for upgrade program submitted after the postmark deadline will not be eligible.
( SWE-WI Section Treasurer will write 1 lump sum check to Society HQ for all program applicants.
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