Section President

Betty Leonhard

I am running for a second term as SWE-WI president because, frankly, I’m not done yet and it is part of my SWE career plan. There is a lot more I’d like to accomplish as leader of this section and I’d like to do it before I take my next steps in SWE on the regional and national level.  My strengths lie in knowledge of SWE, in process improvement, and systematizing. Thus I would like to continue working to lay the groundwork for future leaders of our section so that our section remains healthy and growing.  This coming year (FY09) marks a new beginning in SWE, as we have a new strategic plan to guide us and I look forward to helping our section set and meet new goals that will further SWE’s mission.

I am the current SWE-WI section president and have also been VP for the prior two years. I’ve been on our section’s membership committee, running the collegiate upgrade program, and led the professional development committee two years ago to plan the Tap into Creativity Workshop. Before I moved home to Wisconsin I served the East Central Iowa (ECI) Section of SWE as President, VP, Section Rep, and PR Director.  I’ve been a member of the National Bylaws Committee for several years now. And I am on SWE’s Leadership Coaching Committee. Last year (FY07) I was also the SWE-Region H Secretary and was on the COR’s Environmental Scanning FIG which developed the new Vision Statement (BHAG) for the Society.  I’ve been a member of SWE since 1997. I have also held several leadership positions in the Institute of Industrial Engineers and spent much time on various outreach activities.

I am currently a domestic engineer (a.k.a. stay at home mom). I recently resigned from Oshkosh (Truck) Corporation where I was a Quality Engineer. I’ve worked in various engineering roles at Mercury Marine, John Deere, and Square D Co. I graduated with a BS in Industrial Engineering from the University of Wisconsin Platteville in 2000. In 2007 I became a Certified Quality Engineer, via ASQ.

Section Vice President

Julie McMullin, P.E.

Julie is a senior project engineer in the Milwaukee office of Brown and Caldwell.  While at Brown and Caldwell, Julie has worked on and managed a variety of wastewater stormwater, asset management, and water resources projects for clients across the United States.  A registered professional Environmental Engineer in the State of Wisconsin, Julie has a Bachelor’s of Arts degree in Mathematics and Natural Science from Edgewood College and a Master of Science degree in Civil Engineering from the University of Wisconsin – Milwaukee.  

Julie has been involved with SWE since 1997 when she joined as a student member. Julie also served as the Career Guidance Chairperson for 3 years, during which time she helped to develop the award-winning “Survivor” Girl Scouts camp, where girls were introduced to different fields of engineering through activities modeled after the reality show Survivor; as well as the Fuel Factor design contest, where 6th graders developed a new vehicle that did not run on fossil fuels.

“As Vice President of SWE, my organization and management skills as well as my personal interest in SWE will help to continue the success of the SWE-Wisconsin section.” 

Section Secretary

Donna Gallardo

My name is Donna Gallardo and I am currently in the process of earning my bachelor’s in Electrical Engineering Technology at MSOE.  I work at Astronautics Corporation of America as a Design Engineer Intern, where I have been for the past 9 months.  I think having both experience and knowledge under my belt has made me understand priorities at different level and as well taught me responsibility and leadership.  I believe carrying on the position as secretary in the FY (08-09), I will be able to demonstrate my skill in leadership as well as become more involved with the committee and my group peers.
Section Treasurer

Gina Janke

My SWE Background:

Collegiate member, Harvey Mudd College, Claremont, California

Professional member, Los Angeles Section

Professional member, Sacramento Valley (CA) Section

Professional member, Wisconsin Section, 1997 to present

· Held several leadership positions including Public Relations Chair, Secretary, Vice-President, Acting President

· Section Treasurer, 2000 to present

My Qualifications & Motivations:

Throughout my career and volunteer activities, I have used my project management and team-building skills.  I have experience working with the Wisconsin Section finances, reinstating its tax-exempt status, and managing funds and fund-raising projects during the 2004 National Conference in Milwaukee.  

I believe as the Section Treasurer, I can give back to SWE through my involvement.  SWE has allowed me to stretch and strengthen my interpersonal skills to attain professional aspirations through job changes, relocations, and personal life events.  As the Section Treasurer, I can continue to support SWE’s mission.

Section Representative

Katie May

Hello, my name is Katie. I graduated from the University of Notre Dame in 2005 with a degree in Mechanical Engineering. I am currently an X-Ray Systems Engineer at GE Healthcare. I was heavily involved in SWE as an undergraduate, and as a senior, I was the student section president. The FY07-08 year was my first year as section representative and I really enjoyed it.  Now that I have a year of experience I think I will get even more out of the position and be more effective in the next year.  As a section representative I have learned so much about SWE at the regional and national level.  It has been a great opportunity to get involved in the regional and national committees and FIGs (Focused-Interest-Groups).  I am anxious to learn more and continue my work and development within SWE.  With the experience I’ve gained this year, I think I will be an even better section rep in the FY08-FY09 year.  

Section Representative

Julia Spankowski

First off, I would like to thank the section for nominating me this past year as your Section Representative. It was an inspiring experience to represent Wisconsin at the conferences and during COR meetings where I was able to vote on issues that affect the general SWE body and the new transitions for the COR role. I added input on these items and hope to continue to do so through another term in the COR position. In my first year in this role, my knowledge about the fundamentals of SWE on a national and regional level increased greatly, but I feel there is still much to learn and experience as a COR member. If given the opportunity again this year, I aim to capitalize on my new understanding of the COR process to provide more insight and ideas to help Wisconsin have a bigger voice. This next year I also hope to join a Focus Interest Group to get even more involved. I enjoy being active in SWE and hope to continue to grow in each role that I am privileged to be elected to. 

